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The Danger of Sudden Unintended Acceleration

21.  Plaintiffs allege that Toyota and Lexus vehicles equipped with ETCS-i
and/or ETC are defective and unsafe in that such vehicles are susceptible to incidents
of sudden unintended acceleration rendering such vehicles uncontrollable.

22.  Plaintiffs further allege that Toyota and Lexus vehicles equipped with
ETCS-i are defective and unsafe in that the Toyota Defendants failed to incorporate
important failsafe measures critical to assisting a driver in maintaining control of the
vehicle during a sudden unintended acceleration event.

23.  ON information and belief, one such failsafe measure is a computer
algorithm that will direct the ETCS-i to automatically reduce the engine to idle when the
brakes are being applied while the throttle is an open position. This failsafe measure
has been incorporated by other automobile manufacturers in vehicles designed with
electronic throttle control for years.

24.  Plaintiffs allege on information and belief that the Toyota Defendants have
been fully aware of the recurring problem of sudden acceleration in their Toyota and
Lexus vehicles equipped with ETCS-I and/or ETC.

Defendants’ Knowledge of the Sudden Unintended Acceleration Danger

25. Plaintiffs allege on information and belief that since the introduction of
ETCS-i and/or ETC, more than 2,000 complaints of sudden unintended acceleration
have been made by Toyota and Lexus owners to Toyota and government agencies.

26.  Plaintiffs further allege on information and belief that sudden unintended
accelerations in Toyota and Lexus vehicles equipped with ETCS-i and/or ETC have

resulted in automobile accidents causing 16 deaths and 243 injuries.
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