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especially important factor given that these are putative class actions. The Panel has
“consistently held that transfer of actions under section 1407 is appropriate, if not necessary,
where the possibility of inconsistent class determination exists.” In re Sugar Indus. Antitrust
Litigation, 395 F.Supp. 1271, 1273 (J.P.M.L. 1975); see also In re Mutual Funds Sales Anti-
Trust Litigation, 361 F.Supp 638, 639-40 (JP.M.L. 1973) (“[W}e have frequently held that the
possibility for conflicting class determinations under [Fed.R.Civ.P. 23] is an important factor
favoring transfer of all actions to a single district™).

Petitioners submit that consolidation and coordination of the Toyota cases is necessary to
prevent duplicative litigation around the country of cases alleging the same injury from a single

product.

II. THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF
CALIFORNIA IS THE MOST APPROPRIATE FORUM FOR THE TOYOTA CASES

The Central District of California is the most appropriate transferee forum for holding
consolidated pretrial proceedings of these actions because (1) Toyota’s U.S. headquarters are
located in this district; (2) the Choi action, which is pending in the Central District of California
and was the first class action filed and is further advanced than the other cases; and (3) the
Central District of California has more of these cases on file than any other district, which would
add to its familiarity in becoming the transferee venue to litigate all other pending and future
Toyota unintended acceleration cases.

In In re Phenylpropanalomine Products Liability Litigation, this Panel held:

Given the range of Jocations of parties and witnesses in this docket, the

geographic dispersal of current and anticipated constituent actions, and the wide

array already of suggested transferee districts, it is clear that any one of a large

number of districts would qualify as an appropriate transferee forum for this

litigation nationwide in scope. In cencluding that the Western District of

Washington is the appropriate forum for this docket, we note that centralization in
this district permits the Panel to effect the Section 1407 assignment to a major
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