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metropolitan court that i) is not currently overtaxed with other multidistrict
dockets, and i) possesses the necessary resources to be able to devote the
subsFantial time and effort to pretrial matters that this complex docket is likely to
require,
MDL 1407, slip op. (J.P.M.L, Aug. 28, 2001). Petitioners believe the factors described for the.
Western District of Washington, in In re Phenylpropanalomine, apply equally well, if not better,
to the Central District of California in this litigation.

First, this Panel often considers as a relevant factor the situs of the first filed action in
determining the appropriate venue for an MDL proceeding. See In re Ortho Evra Products
Liability Litigation, 2006 WL 538724 (J.P.M.L. 2006) (transferee district contained the first filed
action which was progressing well); In re Veeco Instruments Inc., Securities Litigation, 387
F.Supp.2d 1365, 1366 (J.P.M.L. 2005) (selecting the Southern District of New York because it
contained the first-filed action and has favorable caseload statistics); In re Ford Motor Co. Speed
Control Deactivation Switch Products Liability Litigation, 398 F.Supp.2d ]3.65, 1367 (J.P.M.L.
2005) (selecting the Eastern District of Michigan in part because it contained the first-filed
action). The Choi action, filed on November 5, 2009, is the first-filed of the sixteen unintended
accelerated actions and is progressing on schedule. This Panel also considers venues where the
cases are more procedurally advanced. See In re Midland Nat. Life Ins. Co. Annuity Sales
Practices Litigation, 484 F.Supp.2d 1355 (J.P.M.L. 2007) (although eit_her suggested district was
appropriate, Panel chose Central District of California because action located there appeared
slightly broader and more procedurally advanced). Here, the Petitioners filed an Amended
Complaint on January 19, 2010, and subsequently filed their motion for a preliminary injunction

on February 3, 2010 seeking expansion of Defendants® current recalls of Toyota subject vehicles

at issue in these cases.
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